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FTII STRIKE: Day 52 


The strike called by the students of the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) in protest 
against the appointments made by the government has now entered the 52nd day. It has always 
been and remains extremely disappointing for the students that they have been put in such a 
position by the appointments of the incumbent government. 


The students though increasingly aggrieved and agitated at the lack of communication from the 
ministry and the powers that be still remain keen to explore all democratic channels available to 
them to get their voices heard and demand answers. 


Yesterday, 1st of Aug, the students association sent yet another letter (6th letter yet to be 
replied) to the Hon. Minister of State, Shri. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore requesting him, once 
again, to start a positive dialogue where our representatives can in the truest sense possible put 
forward our concerns, also listen to the concerns of the ministry and arrive at constructive 
solutions that have been evading us so far. In this letter, like our last letter, we have requested 
our Minister to visit the campus, which as a gesture would build a positive environment to 
resolve issues that concern all of us and foster a dialogue which we feel could speed up the 
resolution of this crises tremendously. 


But with students getting increasingly disappointed with every letter unanswered, we have 
appealed to the students in Delhi and throughout the nation in these tumultuous circumstances 
and urged them to join us ina protest march from Jantar Mantar to Parliament Street from 2 p.m 
on the 3rd of August, 2015. The students of the FTII do sincerely feel that the nature of the 
incumbent government's appointments concern not only us but bring to light a very 
fundamental and worrying flaw in the manner our academia can be interfered with. We do 
therefore hope that the youth of our nation can presenta united and vehement stand in showing 
that we firmly believe that our country's educational institutions deserve the highest respect 
and consideration, and that cannot be compromised. 


If we let our paramount educational institutions be tampered with, we cannot possibly educate 
what is an extremely youthful India to guide our nation into an era of economic and artistic 
excellence. 
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